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16 rIs_q_pham son of Uzziel was placed in charge of the Kohathite
family (3:30), thus making him Korah's superior, and giving
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- PARASHAS KORACH |
1 Korah son of Izhar son of Kohath son of Levi separated himself, with Dathan and Abiram,

sons of Eliab, and On son of Peleth, the offspring of Reuben. 2 They stood before Moses

him a position that Korah felt should have been his. At that
time, however, Korsh did not dare criticize Moses, who was
so beloved by the people that they would not have tolerated
arival to him. But after the fiasco of the spies and the decree
that an entire generation would die in the Wilderness without
ever seeing the Land, Korah took advantage of the national

with two hundred and fifty men from the Children of Israel, leaders of the assembly, those sum- dissatisfaction to foment rebellion,
moned for meeling, men of renown. 3 They gathered together against Moses and against Aaron b R’ Hersh Golduwurm submits that once Korah found an

and said to them, "It is too much for you! For the entire assembly — all of them — are holy and
HastEm is among them; why do Yyou exalt yourselves over the congregation of HASHEM?”

4Moses heard and fell on his face,

® He spole to Korah and to his entire assembly, saying, “In the morning God will make known

Trsgradin & Tasight - Aadesder fav

excuse to challenge Moses' legitimacy, it was a short step for
him to deny the Divine origin of the commandments and
hold them up to ridicule — for if Moses could Be suspected of
appointing his brother Kohen Gadol in an act of gross nepo-
tism, why could he not be accused of fabricating command-
nfients that had no basis in logic or God's will?

* This explains why Korah, as the Midrash relates, had his
followers dress in garments of techeiles , turquoise wool, and

«5 The Wife of Ohn

7l

confront Moses publicly with the derisive question, “Does an
all-techeiles garment require a single techeiles thread in its
tzilzis?" Moses said yes [see 15:38] — whereupon Korah :
scoffed, “If a single strand is enough for an entire garment

sidel: ghf to Korach’s dispute lends added insight to the above.

. The Torah lists Ohn ben Peles among the original cohorts of
Korach; however, further in the recounting of the dispute there is no
mention of him. The Gemara (Sanhedrin 109b) explains:

Rav said: "Ohn ben Peles was saved by his wife. She
said to him, ‘'What difference is il to you [whether

made of a different color of waol, does it not stand to reason
that an all-techeiles garment should not require one more
strand?” By means of such cHallenges, Korah sought to
convince the people that such. “illogical” laws must have
been the products of Moses’ own imagination.

s _—'————-—__._____________
is the teacher, then you are but a student, and if the

ather is the teacher, then you are still but | stiident!’

5 Ohn told her, What can | do? I took part in ‘heir plans
and swore to join them, She said, ‘I knos that the
entire nation is holy, as is written, “For. the entire
assembly is holy’" (Bamidbar 16:3 ). Sit, anc I will save
you.” She then gave him wine until he was :ntoxicated
and put him to sleep inside their tent. She sa- herself at
the entrance to the tent and uncovered her hair.
Whoever saw her went away.”
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Lo Moshe, Korach, or anyone else is our leader ]2-1f this one : \5
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Hutner contends that the struggle against cynicism forms ————— _— T T
the paradigm of the epic battle between the Jewish people X207 T30 ,”mnxn axn am7 nn s \

and Amalek. Amalek’s attack on the Jewish people was far BME TI877 R7KQ MpI NP MINN ARD DOR°IDWD D7pn

more than a military confrontation between two nations. It MUPPW TWHR DIDK DN ARD TR ORI NR yowh Pw R?

was far more than just a battle of swords and chariots, of ,MN2IN ax»AD YYdnn R YT KD MANT YD DX TSN AR

guns and tanks. The battle between the Jewish ;Sechle and (nupebn vew wrY 12900 790 KT MYp DIXR? N0 MR 0D 3

Amalek centered on the very issue of cynicism. DWW DMATY PRY DM KW DI M YpEn DR OTaNm RN
There is a powerful tendency in human nature, Rav TR DR DOPIW WRY MBR1 PINRR TWRNA RAOw 03 .m2wn

Hutner writes, a veritable passion, to denigrate, to mock, to NYYM PINwR nok YAR LTIRD MMM P KA YW 125X e

tear down, to eliminate others. There is a tendency to tak mbpY onIR I RIT L,OMI3T YW DRIRIND TIN3AT DR CTIRD KT 9l

that which is noble and important and holy and to find with- BYTARE NYTT Mbp Ve Rem .mwn Yv Spen 0w PRe nyT

in it thre little hai;]ine crack which can be used to bring the .ONYDWT MY NR 03 K9 ,DNTIRTY 03T MIWn DR

entire edifice tumbling down. It is a particularly virulent form

of the yetzer hara. People have a yetzer hara for money, for I 4.

* honor, for carnal pleasures. People have a yetzer hara for all ] e — e

sorts of forbidden things: And they also have a yetzer hara to

® destroy other people, to be cynical, to put people down, to
ridicete ol that is important and holy. '

The nation of Amalek personifies this tendency. When

the Jewish people came forth from Egypt, the world stood

in awe of them and of the Almighty who had performed

OXT TIYY D0 770 ORw 75 % XYR LpY 10 2wt x50 anwm
7207 R7RIT 7D WKW D1 ,7PIYY 1010 2w ox1 awb 190 Ty
Yonw oipnpa 12X awt XD DY 9wV @2 wy & xmm oy 9N
DA & M7 DRI K$Z PR ONY DX 03 OTp DU 2w
Y7n 75y a1 Y53 Row Moo w03 am ,nn¥n cpToRe yoww

all the spectacular miracles on their behalf. The Jewish 'M
nation was important, revered. But Amalek could not toler- (BR ,NUPOn niom P¥ra? WX Munanm n¥p ¥ JTRD - o
ate it. And so they attacked to dispel the aura of Jewish ™ wmpy) NPYN MWK YD 3 PR JSIDRA NP1 7Y TmvY yERhy
invincibility, to show that the Jewish people were mere mor- 11?7 MIDRWI NBRT NPT DY IR ATHYIY QUMD AhRY Y own
tals after all, that they need not be held in awe and rever- YN AT PR 97K 0190 an KD ANR o wY3a ans ST5 AR ey
ence. That was Amalek’s motivation for the attack. It was MPIRD R PR POW Nt 13 IR RIPIP TIORY SrIma wew T2
not territorial. It was not political. It was not even ideologi- [vv wyn nywa oYX mow Yy v b3 vesn mneb vama
cal. It was cynical, : g'-: APE? WY AppT AR WX YaR LmpY chmvan nwxb )
How do we understand this yeizer hara? We can under- mubn 1 wney wp 57 j;

stand why people would want money. We can understand
why people would want honor. We can understand why peo-
ple would want carnal pleasures. But why would people want

K7 %D ,N2'307 hYOwn X0 ,mIvn YW T2 ahTin moon o
70 .MIRoEnY TR noBIw ©hawR ranm OYIW Y9 nR mwhwn

to destroy others? Why would people want to tear down 031 PN A9NY - 130N 7 NN DX °3" bR T nmnonn
whatever is good, holy, important, serious and worthwhile in PP anY mam anmnar 7y %80 M M@ AN prn
this world?

= 5 e

B ce ' So that is the philosophical basis of why people tend to R

Perhaps it is because cynicism liberates. Perha_p;t_ is be cynics. There is also a very real psychological basis.
because cynicism emancipates. If there is nothing worthy ~ ~/Arrogance and egotism, for instance, can easily engen-
and important in this world, we are all free to do as we  der a desire to put down people and the institutions they rep-.

please. If there are no higher standards, we can all go wher- - resent. After all, who do they think they are? They are not
ever our fancy and our impulses take us. If the citadels of religious enough, learned enough, smart enough, rich
holiness can be ripped down, we are all released from per- enough nor successful enough to expect a place in the sun.
sonal responsibility. And so the arrogant, the baal gaavah, the sanctimonious will
That is what Amalek is all about. As Rav Hutner puts itin_~ seek to put them in their place, and what more effective way
his inimitable fashion, Amalek represents the koach ha- ) is there than a good dose of cynicism?
chillul; but there is also an opp;:jsite tendency in human - B oo - s
nature, which Rav Hutner calls the koach hahiliul. This, I believe, is also the key to overcoming cynicism.
~ The battle lines are drawn: the koach hachillul versus the We have to develop the habit of being positive instead
koach hahillul; the forces of sacrilege against thé forces of of negative, of seeing the good instead of the bad. We have
reverence; Amalek against Yisrael. This is the battle, the. to raise our consciousness. We have to be ~n the lookout
struggle for the soul of the world. And Hashem tells the v« — and squelch — those almost involun.wry little cynical
~Jewish people to eradicate all traces of Amalek. Wipe them remarks that escape from our mouths. Then little by little,

* out. Eradicate them. They are your mortal enemy in this life- we will form the habits of looking at the world in a positive
and-death struggle — not merely your physical mortal —  — = ' — 3
enemy but your spiritual mortal enemy. They despise all that '@ht. And we will be immeasurably enriched, both by the
you stand for, all that is holy, pure, fine and worthwhile in this increased happiness in our own lives and by the profound
world. They are the antithesis of the Jew. joy of seeing our children blossom into the kindhearted and

There is a little bit of Amalek in each of us, Rav Hutner | enthusistic people we want them to be.

concludes, and that is why we have an inclination to be
cynical, to mock and destrov.
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Kerach’s folly is aptly summed up in the following citation from

¥

Mesilas Yesharim (ch. 11):

~ Envy is likewise rooted in a lack of understanding and
foolishness, for being envious does not achieve any gdin
for oneself, nor does it cause any loss to the one who is =
the object of envy.. .There is a type whose féolishness
in this regard is so great that if he sees his neighbor in
possession of a good thing, he broods, worries and feels
pained — to the point that he will not even enjoy his
own good things because of the pain of seeing that
which his neighbor possesses.

Korach was not satisfied with being a distinguished member of the
exalted tribe of Levi. His uncontrolled envy caused him to become a
real-life iliustration of a well-known teaching;

R PIROYI TR MO SR WK T8p TTYOK 3
T % 02 1 oK
.. R’ Elazar HaKappar-says: Jealousy, lust, and glory
remove a man from this world ( Avos 4:28). :
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Qhn’s wife used very Slmple logic: Why get involved in & dispute
of sucllﬂalgmtude when you stand to gain nothing? It would seem
that Ohn should have realized this himself. That he di:.not is yet
/%nq}lgr proof of the yefzer hara’s prowess in b "loudmp our
thinking and preventing us from recognizing obwious truths.
Persuaded by Korach's arguments and perhaps afflicted v. th his own
eqvy, Ohn was in the fore of the disgraceful challenge o Moshe’s

“\_authority. His wife, however, was free of such influences <nd had no -

- difficulty perceiving that which was obvious,

Noteworthy also is the means by which Ohn’s wif- saved her
husband. In waging their dispute, Korach and h; assembly
transgressed a host of grievous sins. Nevertheless, Ohn s wife was

- sure that these same people would not-compromise th ir r_personal
k&iishah sanctity, and walk where they would Id be force 1 to see the

- uncovered hair of a married woman. If they were so conc» ned with

 their sanctity, why did they not contemplate the eternal b -mish they

- were bringing upon their souls through their actions aga 25t Moshe

~ and Aharon?

. Such is the power of the yetzer hara.

- _Korach spoke as one whose intentions were noble and pure: . . for

~ the entire assembly is holy and Hashem dwells among then and

- why have you raised yourselves above the congregation £ Hashem?”

- (16:3). However, his true intentions were actually apparent from the

. moment he joined forces with the wicked Dasan and Av ram, whose
evil history dated back to the time when they informed «n Moshe fo

- Pharaoh, forcing Moshe to flee from Egypt (see Rash' to Sh’mos

_ 2:16). One whose intentions are honorable does not invi-e men of ll

- ‘repute to join his cause.
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* Hamakom, Tatzileini: Hashem, Save Me From
Pizur Hanefesh
The Rav M'Bartenura, who wrote the definitive comment
on Mishnayos, introduces the concept of pizur hanefesh in |
commentary on Pirkei Avos, 2:7. The Mishnah states, “Ma
nechasim, marbei daagos — The more we own, the mote
worty.” The Rav explains what this means, To some, it m

worrying about securing our possessions against robbers w
want to steal it from us and therefore threaten our possessit
and our lives, However, to a chassid, the loss of our a.bﬂity
control our minds and thoughts possessions represents

greater threat 5

“Hamakam, tatzileini m:pzzur hanefes) — Please save me fiy
.pizur hanefesh” His acquaintinces kear his prayer and as]
“What is pizur hanefesh?” His rcspurise is, “When someone
possessions in many places and"his mind is always wandet:
and worrying about them.” The Rav explains that some peop
are concerned about losing their physical possessions. Howe:
the chassid is concerned about losing control of his mind, w}
his thoughts wander and he may no longer be in control of the

)
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the way he needs to be.

Therefore, for us, pizur hanefesh represents any unwan
— and even desired — thought or feeling that alienates
from the essence of our Torah self and our ability to appreci
Hashem's many gifts of life. It is anything that occurs to pi
us in ¥ negative or unhealthy state of mind, whether fears, a
ieties, anger, depression, addictions or anything else that det
us from leading our lives as Torah Jews. Our goal is fo r

Hashem. All of us are endowed with the ability to live our

.
—_—

i the center of ourselves, because that's the only place where
an serve Hashem in freedom and shleimus. Pizur hanefesh,
‘refore, is neither a djsgrder nor an illness. It is a challenge
at Hlashem places in®2eh of our lives, and a crucial aspect of
L life's mission is to overcome its many expressions and learn
itv to thrive in oumenuchas hanefesh, the place from which we
i truly serve Hashem. :

wr Hanefesk in Our World
. word pizur means to be spread out, scattered and unfo-
thecl. There is an aphorism that a ship without a port is always
storm. This is why pizur hanefesh is usually accompanied by
nse of internal chaos. Some people may even enjoy the chaos
J sec it as the correct way to feel.

"The world we live in today invites and entraps us in pizur
Inificjesn througn its constant bombardment cf drstractions,

|

e vhich invade our lives on a multitude of levels. It is a world that
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iting and addictive distractions that we call leisure. It may
the incessant and compulsive emptiness online and rext-"
gﬁhscd chattar, Qsmg social media such as Twitter or Facebook.

many millions of users the ability to “tweet”

| t‘llllt‘l continue tweeting, it does not view this form of com-
unication in a positive manner. To demonstrate its attitude,
‘Torah instructs us to bring birds as korbanos for lashon hara.
ishi says that just as birds chirp incessantly, those who speak
4shon hara are entrapped in the :ver-present need to chirp.
hile the Torah warns us to avoid this “chirping,” social media
fcourages us to chirp away with Twitter, Instagtam and other
nedia sites. It's all part of the pizur hanefesh of our generation.

Getting to Know Your Self Py LI

Dmlapiﬁg the Soul— Only Through Inner Peace

We explained‘ that the human soul is a moving entity. It

can never be in a state of absolute rest, without movement.
Sometimes, the movement is extreme and semetimes it is calm
but the soul is always moving from contraction to expansion, and

hack again.
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When the movements are violent, the soul cannot be calm. Tr = 37 poxe b DN T35 D9 w0 7D /0 KM L3 STPB DR e
can only be calm when the movements are gentle. Why must the - 033 7m) "V TEp
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For example, if a cup is filled with water to the brim, and -

then it is violently shaken, at best, only half of the contents will

“remain. If you want all the contents to remain, you must eicher ST AN 5Y 1IDA BN DR VAT N WS TR NI

not move it, or move it slowly and evenly. : — e e e s e
Obviously, this does not do justice to the depth of our subject, - NIWAM DWA Y30 80 NP (D P vt I Ay vmaabn manea

but the basic point to learn is thar the soul is a receptacle for - DY MEL DT MY D32 DTRN OY PO ANWR NKINY POy ama NIm M n
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prepare himself to receive the Divine Presence in his soul: “Go .00 MPDY 931 TMIBY AN ST AW PNY m‘mvrn NN PMYNn
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had

and smashing rocks. [He was [oalrd prophetically that] Hashem was e
not in that wind. And aftey the wind was a commotion; Hashem — 31 7X 122 IWN DTN 02 WY Sen A wa Hwnn St oopn Naon .
TR I NN RD TRNT 2Y YT ,0MeYn YOAN DWAY 1N DTN TN DS
PN NWNNY 12017 7130 IR PR NID DN 00D TR INU» JUND
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There is a passuk in which Hashem tells Eliyabu HaNavi to

continues, “And there was a powerful wind, destroying mountains

was not in that commotion, And after the commotion was a fire;

Hashem was not in that fire. And after the fire was a subde, quiet
voice [and Hashem's Presence was there].”” This teaches us that

ig order for the soul to be a receptacle for the light of Hashem, it 195 995 ¥71 WM oMM ANy DAY 071373 Ty o3 a;mmsh STRwR v
cannot be in a state of commotion, or in a state of fast movement MWD Y93 P 53 5NY DIND NNP 10 490 AN NYSUNY MIsama 1 mnw\‘llr(
(like wind). One’s soul must be in a state of calmness like “4ol LTVY 923 IMIN AN PN YN WAV 1N 1D 19INA L PuYnY 35 mwm
. — \ . R
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We are ultimately striving to attain inner calm in the soyl. We NN M 179N MYYF DY 7PN N T TI MUY T I0DNY NN INwD vy

L PaThn NN M 73T 270 b NNAND Y3 7N DNA PRSYD NaY 71T SMmIN ¢
NAD Y7 NN TR INONY DTN YY 3 ,0TND DY N Tonma ama ovmwnn

] - i ARVNRY T
light that is available to us. o oo h il
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can never halt the sou’s fluctuations. hur they should be sentle.

~ As long as the soul is not calm, it cannot hold the inner, Divine

ul

Ar the core of our true selves, which Hashem has placed WD 12N 2NN IWON NI PN NEY N DU — N0 PN AN ~ e
within each of us, the sense of menuchas hanefesh enables us to TINYI N DNTINY WA AN 290 I APND Torm VY ¥n 1w omax Ssx - R
remain focused on everything that is essential and crucial in our . - "~ S
hves This includes Hashem, our own true nature, our fifesmiss — -
sion and those to whom we are dedicated, whether our spouses, Ryw e mp parp Lt’;
children or the kial. Menuchas hanefesh allows us to experience a i
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no choice. Menuchas banefesh is to seeing and living within our ____._——-—-—,—}"E:?'L)ﬁ‘m_hu\l%”hf\_ -

deeper and pure selves what the Hubble telescope is to stargaz- - ¥ ;
: . 0T T i L -3
. ing. Bverything else is a non-statter. £ 722 NWpan NI M DK YAIRT IONaw Trwl” WAt o :
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sense of security, trust, humility and hakaras batov. In this state
of being, we can study lorah, think clearly, make wise decisions
and patticipate in every phase of life t 1at is related to Hashem'’s
){{world. 'The reason is clear. The state ¢ { menuchas hanefesh is the

lens through which we can live from our deeper selves.

Consider the following mashal: Perhaps you wanted to gaze
at the stars to see the majesty of the universe and you were given
a choice of telescopes. You could either use a child’s telescope
with weak resolution and probably many scratches, or you
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